SCOTTISH RUGBY – IRB ELVs TRIAL 2008 / 2009

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
	Will the ELVs change the shape of the game?


	· The Laws Project Group (LPG) had a set of objectives which ensured that the shape of the Game would not change and used the Charter in its criteria based decision making

· The ELVs will reinforce the integrity of the Charter and ensure that the Game is for all shapes and sizes.

· Statistical evidence from 5 experiments thus far shown that the shape of the Game has not changed with all the unique identities having been maintained including – Scrums, Lineouts, Tackles, Rucks, Mauls.



	Where have the ELVs been trialled?


	· ELV trials have occurred in Scotland – England – France – Ireland South Africa – 2 trials in Australia – New Zealand



	Why were the ELVs trialled in selected Unions?


	· It was important that the ELVs were trialled in a controlled environment where the outcomes could be analysed appropriately

· Some Unions volunteered, others were asked.  No Union who requested involvement was refused if they met the criteria for the gathering of data and information.

· All Unions in the world have an opportunity next year.



	This will suit champagne or basketball Rugby.


	· Evidence shows that teams can decide to play the way they wish.

· The ELVs provide the opportunity for more variety and spontaneity.



	Are collapsed mauls dangerous?


	· There is no evidence to suggest that the collapse of the maul is dangerous.
· Injury surveillances have been undertaken and will continue.

	Explanatory Note:

The background to the IRB ELV concerning the “pulling down of the maul” was based upon a four year experiment on this subject conducted by the RFU at its Cambridge University Laws laboratory(C.U.L.L). During the course of this trial there were no reported serious injuries.
Furthermore, the wording of the IRB ELV ie pulling down of the maul may only be done by tackling an opponent between the shoulders and hips is a direct result of the trialled “Best Practice” at the C.U.L.L.
In Australia at last seasons “Gold Coast U19 tournament” held over 2 days where some 80 plus matches were played under all of the IRB ELVs there were no serious injuries in relation to any of the laws trialled. 

This season SARFU are currently trialling all the IRB ELVs at every level of the game. Along side of this there is an obligatory IRB medical/injuries reporting programme. To date there have been no reports of serious or other injuries relating to any of the ELVs including “Pulling down of the maul”. 

In any contact sport it is impossible to completely remove risk but the evidence at all levels thus far, shows any risk involved in pulling down the maul has not resulted in any serious injury.

	What do referees think about the ELVs?


	· Referees were consulted by way of questionnaires.

· Referees have been in the main universally supportive.


	What do players think about the ELVs?


	· Players were consulted by way of questionnaires.
· Players have been in the main universally supportive



	What process was used?  This is just theoretical.


	· Matches were played under either selected or all ELVs in Scotland – England – France – Ireland – South Africa – 2 trials in Australia – New Zealand
· Matches were videoed

· The videoed matches were then analysed using software

· Statistics compiled and compared

· The LPG then used a criteria based decision making process using the original LPG objectives and the Charter Principles.



	Why a 5 metre offside line at the scrum?


	The 5 metre offside line provides for:
· More space

· More options

· Need for an effective scrum

· Back row moves

· Lessening the effect of offside offence

· Less structured play

· Provides for one on one contests



	Will the game be too fast for the participation level of the Game?


	· Players are able to play the Game at the pace they wish
· Activity levels have increased not necessarily the pace

· The ELVs allow teams to play the way they wish to



	Why so many Law changes?


	· There is now a four year cycle ensuring that there are not annual changes to Law thereby providing some stability
· The changes can only happen once in a four year cycle and this is the time

· This is the culmination of two years research and development to ensure that any changes meets the needs of the Game and are consistent with the Charter

· Global trials will enable any inconsistencies to be put right


